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U.K.  CONSUMPTION  OF  TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS  CONTINUES  UPWARD 

Consumption  of  tobacco  products  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  1956, 
as  indicated  by  retail  sales  to  the  public,  totaled  2kg  .2  million 
pounds,  3.0  million  greater  than  in  1955,  and  10.5  percent  above  the 
I9U7-51  annual  average  of  225.6  million.     Cigarette  consumption,  total- 
ing 215.U  million  pounds  continued  upward  and  was  21.1  percent  larger 
than  the  postwar  low  of  178  million  pounds  in  19^9-     Consumption  of 
cigarettes  during  1956  represented  86.1+  percent  of  total  consumption, 
compared  with  76.3  percent  during  1935-39-     Consumption  of  smoking 
tobacco,  totaling  32.3  million  pounds,  continued  downward;  consumption 
of  cigars  and  snuff  has  been  relatively  constant  since  World  War  II. 


ITALIAN  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  RISE: 
IMPORTS  DECLINE 


Italian  exports  of  leaf  tobacco  in  195°"  totaled  26.0  million 
pounds,  compared  with  25.2  million  in  1955-    Most  of  the  increase  oc- 
curred in  larger  shipments  to  the  Netherlands,  France,  Switzerland, 
West  Germany,  the  Soviet  Union,  and  the  United  States. 

 TOBACCO,  LEAF;    Italy,  imports  and  exports,  1955  and  1956 


County 
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l+,032 
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3,3^7 
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2,1+66 
^,61+3 


15,663 


25;l6l+  ;26,03l+ 


Total.    ,    23,696 

Source :    Statistica  mensile  del  commercio  con  l'estero,  December  1956 

Italian  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  1956,  totaling  15.7 
million  pounds,  were  about  one -third  below  the  1955  level  of  23.7 
million  but  11  percent  larger  than  the  I95I+  figure  of  lk.2  million. 
Reduced  takings  from  the  United  States,  Greece,  Turkey,  and  Bulgaria 
accounted  for  most  of  the  decline.    However,  imports  from  Yugoslavia 
were  almost  double  the  1955  level  of  2.5  million  pounds. 
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CANADIAN  1956  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
ONE -THIRD  BELOW  1955 

Canadian  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  1956,  totaling  30.2 
million  pounds,  were  one-third  less  than  the  1955  record  high  of  hQ.k 
million.     Shipments  of  flue-cured  totaled  28.6  million  pounds,  compared 
with  ^5-5  million  in  1955  and  30. 9  million  in  195^-    Exports  of  Burley, 
dark  air/fire -cured,  and  other  types  were  19-5,  89.9,  a^d  133-3  percent 
larger  than  the  1955  level  of  9^8,000,79,000,  and  72,000  pounds,  re- 
spectively.   Exports  of  stems  and  cuttings,  principally  to  the  United 
States,  amounted  to  only  211,000  pounds  in  contrast  to  1,7^6,000  pounds 
in  1955- 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Canada,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
 195^-55  
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—         —     -    '    —  ;  * w   —  * 

1/  Preliminary 

Source:  Tobacco  Bulletin  (Supplement  to  "Tobacco  Intelligence")  April 
1957. 


Lower  exports  of  leaf  tobacco  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Australia 
accounted  for  most  of  the  decline.     However,  total  shipments,  principally 
flue -cured,  to  continental  Europe  were  double  the  1955  level  of  1.6 
million.    Flue -cured  shipments  to  the  Netherlands  rose  from  .5  to  1.2 
million  pounds  and  to  West  Germany  from  .8  to  1-5  million.  Other 
European  countries  stepping  up  their  purchases  of  Canadian  flue -cured  leaf 
included  Portugal,  Denmark,  and  Sweden.    The  United  Kingdom  is  the  prin- 
cipal export  outlet  for  Canadian  Burley,  but  during  1956  small  quantities 
were  shipped  to  the  Netherlands  and  Belgium.     Combined  exports  of  all 
types  of  Jamaica,  Trinidad,  British  Guiana,  and  Barbados  were  15.7  per- 
cent above  the  1955  level  of  3.1  million  pounds. 
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ARGENTINA'S  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 
DOWN  SLIGHTLY 

Cigarette  output  in  Argentina  during  1956  totaled  ^5.2  million  pounds, 
compared  with  the  1955  level  of  million,  according  to  British  sources. 

Output  of  light  type  cigarettes  were  below  the  195'5  level,  while  dark  ciga- 
rettas  gained  in  volume .    Production  of  light  type  cigarettes  in  1956,  how- 
ever, represented  I+7.I  percent  of  total  output  in  contrast  to  33.8  percent 
in  1950. 


RHODES IAN  FLUE -CURED  PRICES 
HIGHER  THAN  I956 

Sales  of  flue -cured  leaf  from  Southern  and  North-Western  Rhodesia  in 
the  first  3  weeks  of  the  current  tobacco  auctions  at  Salisbury,  Southern 
Rhodesia,  totaled  10.1  million  pounds.    Average  price  received  by  growers, 
38.55d.  per  pound,  was  about  16  percent  higher  than  the  33.12d.   (38.6  U.S. 
cents)  per  pound  received  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  General 
price  levels  of  nearly  all  the  grades  sold  were  reported  to  be  slightly 
above  the  seasonal  average  prices  for  similar  grades  last  year.  Prices 
for  middle -grade  lugs  were  appreciably  higher.    The  quality  of  the  leaf 
appearing  on  the  floors  was  also  better  than  a  year  ago. 

The  sales  of  Nyasaland  leaf  at  the  Limbe  auctions  will  begin 
on  April  25,  1957 . 


GREEK  TOBACCO  PRICES  UP 

Prices  received  by  growers  for  the  1956  tobacco  crop  in  Greece  are 
reportedly  averaging  more  than  20  percent  higher  than  last  year  due  to  better 
quality  and  the  prospect  of  a  more  active  export  demand.    Total  sales  of  1956 
tobaccos  through  March  25,  1957*  amounted  to  about  115  million  pounds,  com- 
pared with  70  million  for  the  comparable  period  in  1956.     The  favorable  ex- 
port demand  induced  tobacco  merchants  to  buy  6.6  million  pounds  of  govern- 
ment-owned low  grade  (Kappa)  tobaccos,  thereby  reducing  government -held 
stocks  of  1955  crop  tobacco  to  about  17  million  pounds. 

Tobacco  exports  for  the  12  months  ending  June  30,  1957 >  are  reportedly 
forecast  at  about  1^-0  million  pounds  --  and  all-time  high  --  compared  with 
113.5  million  in  fiscal  1955-56.    Through  March,  the  Soviet  Union  had  signed 
contracts  for  8.8  million  pounds  and  started  negotiations  for  the  purchase 
of  another  3-3  million  pounds  from  the  government -held  stockpile  of  1955 
crop  leaf. 
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ITALY'S  CHEESE  EXPORTS  REACH 
HIGHEST  POSTWAR  LEVEL 

Italian  cheese  exports  rose  to  50. h  million  pounds  in  1956 , 
l6  percent  over  the  previous  year,  and  the  highest  level  since 
prewar  years.    The  United  States  continued  to  be  Italy's  largest 
cheese  market,  taking  22.0  million  pounds  of  Italy's  1956  total 
export.     In  1955?  Italy  shipped  21.3  million  pounds  to  the  United 
States . 

Increased  shipments  to  other  major  markets,  principally  those 
in  Western  Europe,  accounted  for  the  overall  export  rise.  Cheese 
exports  to  Switzerland  in  1956  were  7-8  million  pounds,  up  32  per- 
cent over  1955-    Exports  to  France  were  5-3  million  pounds  and  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  3-9  million  pounds.     These  figures  represent 
respective  increases  of  k6  and  8l  percent  over  the  previous  year. 
West  Germany  was  the  destination  for  1.2  million  pounds  of 
Italian  cheese  in  1956,  more  than  double  the  1955  figure. 


IRELAND  PLANS  CUT  IN 
CHOCOLATE  CRUMB  EXPORTS 

Ireland's  problem  of  surplus  milk  disposal  has  become  more 
acute  as  the  result  of  a  decision  by  the  principal  Irish  choco- 
late crumb  manufacturers  to  decrease  1957  exports  by  about  $8 .k 
million . 

The  United  Kingdom  market  has  been  Ireland's  major  outlet 
for  several  years,  but  chocolate  crumb  now  can  be  produced  more 
cheaply  in  British  factories.    British  manufacturers  pay  less 
for  imports  of  sugar--the  main  chocolate  crumb  ingredient --and  do 
not  have  Ireland's  high  transportation  costs  from  factories  to 
finishing  plants  across  the  Channel. 

The  decrease  in  exports  will  mean  the  loss  of  an  outlet  for 
about  12  million  gallons  of  milk.    Although  butter  production  is 
already  at  peak  level  and  stocks  are  high,  the  extra  milk  will 
probably  be  used  for  butter  manufacture.     It  is  estimated  that 
the  exportable  surplus  of  butter  will  reach  l6.8  million  pounds 
in  1957?  compared  with  11.2  million  in  1956,  when  Irish  butter 
exports  totaled  only  1.6  million  pounds.     Cold  storage  stocks  of 
butter  in  Ireland  at  the  end  of  1956  totaled  30.8  million  pounds, 
an  increase  of  33  percent  over  those  at  the  end  of  December  1955 • 
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President  Eisenhower  has  proclaimed  the  week  begin- 
ning May  19  as  WORLD  TRADE  WEEK.  In  his  proclama- 
tion he  said: 

"Whereas,  exports  and  imports  are  important  to  our 
economic  strength  and  to  the  well-being  of  our 
people;  and 

"Whereas,  international  commerce  in  all  its  aspects- 
trade,  travel,  and  investment --is  beneficial  to  the 
community  of  nations  and  conducive  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  just    and    lasting  peace  in  the  world;  and 

"Whereas,  our  national  trade  policy,  which  seeks  to 
promote  the  continued  growth  of  mutually  profitable 
world  trade,  contributes  both  to  our  prosperity  and 
to  our  national  security; 

"Now,  therefore,  I,  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim 
the  week  beginning  May  19,  1957  as  WORLD  TRADE  WEEK; 
and  I  request  the  appropriate  of ficials  cf  the  Federal 
Government  and  of  the  several  States, Territories, 
possessions  and  municipalities  of  the  United  States 
to  cooperate  in  the  observance  of  that  week. 

"I  also  urge  business,  labor,  agricultural, educational 
and  civic  groups,  as  well  as  the  people  of  the  United 
States  generally,  to  observe  WORLD  TRADE  WEEK  with 
gatherings,  discussions,  exhibits,  ceremonies  and 
other  activities  designed  to  promote  a  greater  aware- 
ness of  the  importance  of  world  trade  to  our  domestic 
economy  and  to  the  strength  of  the  free  world." 


TWO  YUGOSLAV  DAIRIES 
BUY  U.S.  EQUIPMENT 

Two  Yugoslav  dairies,  those  of  Zagreb  and  Bulgrade,  pur- 
chased United  States  dairy  equipment  displayed  last  September 
at  the  Zagreb  Trade  Fair.    They  planned  to  increase  the  winte 
milk  supply  of  Belgrade  and  Zagreb  by  producing  recombined 
milk  from  imported  nonfat  dry  milk  and  anydrous  butterfat. 
During  the  past  winter,  however,  the  milk  supply  of  these 
cities  was  adequate,  to  the  dairies  have  decided  to  produce 
ice  cream.    They  will  probably  want  to  use  powdered  milk  for 
this  purpose,  but  may  not  be  able  to  obtain  the  necessary 
exchange  because  of  Yugoslavia's  shortage  of  foreign  currency 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 
CONTINUE  TO  CLIMB 

At  wool  auctions  held  in  Brisbane  and  Melbourne ,  Australia,  during 
the  week  ending  April  12,  1957;  approximately  70,000  bales  and  50,000 
bales  were  offered  in  each  center,  respectively.    Western  Europe ,  Japan, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  provided  the  principal  competition  at  both  auctions. 

The  market  showed  a  further  upward  tendency,  with  values  moving  from 
par  to  2.5  percent  above  opening-day  levels. 


WOOL,  RAW:    Australia,  average  costs  per  pound  on  auction  floors, 

clean  basis,  by  quality  classification,  weeks  ended 
 April  13,  1956,  April  5,  1957,  and  April  12,  1957  


Type  and  grade 

: 

• 

Ween  ended 

;  ^-13-56 

4-5-57 

;  4-12-57 

:  U.S. 

• 

dollars  per  pound 

Combing 

wools : 

■ 

70*s 

 :  I.3U 

I.67 

:  1.68 

 :  I.27 

1.61 

:  1.62 

6kxs 

Good   

 :  1.18 

1.55 

:  1-57 

•  l.lk 

1.51 

:  1-53 

60*s 

 :  1.0k 

iM 

:  lM 

1.01 

l.ho 

'  1.14-3 

58' s 

1.33 

I  1-35 

 :       -91  : 

1.26 

:  1-29 

56's 

Good  

•  87 

1.19 

j  1.22 

•  85  . 

1.15 

1.19 

50' s 

-79  : 

1.05 

1.07 

 :       -77  ; 

1.02  , 

1.0k 

Carding 

wools : 

•  t 

•  1 

S  f 

 .80  i 

•  91  S 

•93 

 :        -75  : 

.82  : 

.83 

Fine 

 :        -70  : 

.78  : 

.78 

 :        .66  : 

•77  : 

•  78 

Source:    Wool  Statistical  Service,  Australian  Wool  Bureau. 
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AUSTRALIA  REVISES  WOOL  PRODUCTION  ESTIMATE 

The  National  Council  of  Wool  Selling  Brokers  and  the  Australian 
Wool  Growers  Council  have  jointly  announced  an  upward  revision  in  the 
estimated  size  of  the  1956-57  Australian  wool  clip.    The  original  fore- 
cast made  last  July  was  for  a  total  of  1,^80  million  pounds,  greasy.  In 
December  this  was  raised  to  1,^88  million  pounds,  hut  because  of  the 
exceptionally  large  number  of  bales  delivered  in  early  1957  a  further 
upward  revision,  to  1,530  million  pounds,  has  now  been  made. 

NEW  ZEALAND  INCREASES 
BEEF  EXPORTS  TO  JAPAN 

Japan's  imports  of  beef  have  increased  substantially  this  year.  New 
Zealand  is  becoming  an  important  supplier.     In  mid -April  600  to  700  metric 
tons  of  frozen  beef  were  loaded  at  Auckland,  and  were  reported  as  the 
largest  consignment  New  Zealand  has  ever  shipped  to  Japan.    A  smaller  ship- 
ment left  Wellington  in  March,  and  a  third  consignment  is  scheduled  for 
export  from  Auckland  some  time  in  May. 

Most  of  the  beef  Japan  is  importing  from  New  Zealand  is  lower 
quality  beef  to  be  used  in  canning.     Imports  of  beef  from  New  Zealand 
in  1956  totaled  only  k6  metric  tons. 

Beef  is  on  Japan's  list  of  "Automatic  Approval"  commodities  which 
Japanese  importers  can  bring  in  from  any  country  without  foreign  ex- 
change allocation  from  the  government.    During  1956,  Japan  imported 
2,^31  metric  tons  of  beef,  80  percent  more  than  in  1955-  Government 
officials  and  importers  expect  the  trade  to  increase  to  5^000  tons  in 
1957-    The  principal  supplier  in  1956  was  Australia,  which  furnished  97 
percent  of  Japan's  total  beef  imports. 

In  the  prewar  period,  Japan  purchased  beef  from  Mainland  China.  At 
present,  such  imports  are  prohibited  because  of  infectious  disease  . 
Japanese  importers  expect  to  resume  trade  with  Red  China  as  soon  as  its 
disease  control  and  sanitary  inspection  requirements  are  considered 
adequate-. 

FOOT-AND-MOUTH  DISEASE 
IN  CHILE 

The  Chilean  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  reported  an  outbreak  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  in  South  Central  Chile.    The  affected  areas  have 
been  quarantined  to  prevent  spread  of  the  disease.     Chile  is  short  of 
beef  at  present,  and  must  import  large  quantities  from  Argentina,  mostly 
as  slaughter  cattle  trailed  across  the  Andes.     If  this  disease  is  not 
controlled  the  beef  shortage  will  become  more  severe . 
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NEW  LARD  ASSOCIATION 
FORMED  IN  U.K. 

The  "U.S.  Packers  Provision  Agents  Committee"  has  been  organized  in 
London  for  the  principal  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of  United  States 
lard  importers  who  represent  American  packers  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  new  organization  is  expected  to  work  closely  with  the  meat  industry 
of  the  United  States  and  will  take  over  many  of  the  functions  formerly  per- 
formed by  "The  Lard  Importers  Association."    The  latter,  a  wartime  associ- 
ation, was  disbanded  about  a  year  ago.     It  had  done  much  to  increase  United 
States  lard  exports  to  Britain.    Among  its  accomplishments  was  its  effective 
contribution  to  the  liberalization  of  lard  for  free  dollar  importation  under 
open  individual  license . 


LIBERIA' S  OIL  PALM  PRODUCE 
MAY  DECLINE  IN  1957 

Liberia's  oil  palm  produce  may  decline  in  1957  because  considerable 
labor  is  required  in  palm  oil  and  palm  kernel  production  and  the  movement 
of  labor  is  away  from  farms  to  the  diamond  mines.    However,  some  efforts 
are  being  made  through  the  cooperative  agricultural  program  to  increase 
oil  palm  produce  by  growing  high-yielding  palms  from  Nigeria. 

Exports  of  palm  oil  are  negligible  because  total  production,  about 
^5,000  tons  annually,  is  consumed  locally.     Liberia  exported  over  11,000 
short  tons  of  palm  kernels  in  1956,  slightly  more  than  the  10,600  tons 
exported  in  1955-    Normally,  small  quantities  of  peanuts--8^  tons  in  1956 
--are  exported. 

The  market  in  Liberia  for  vegetable  oils  and  oilseeds  is  limited,  as 
most  of  the  local  demand  is  met  with  domestically  produced  palm  oil. 


JAPAN'S  RAPESEED  CROP 
REDUCED  BY  DROUGHT 

Japan's  production  of  rapeseed  in  1957 ;  as  now  estimated  unofficially, 
will  be  about  the  same  as  the  record  353,000  tons  produced  in  1956.  Planted 
acreage  was  officially  estimated  at  700,000  acres,  12  percent  above  1956, 
which  led  to  earlier  expectations  that  1957  production  would  reach  a  new 
record  high  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  h,  1957).     However,  grow- 
ing conditions  as  of  April  1  reportedly  had  been  unfavorable,  due  mainly 
to  the  severe  drought  throughout  the  winter.    Yields  per  acre  are  therefore 
expected  to  be  considerably  less  than  1956  yields  and  even  lower  than  normal 
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CUBA'S  1957  PEAMJT  PRODUCTION  EXPECTED 
TO  INCREASE;  IMPORTS  DOWN  IN  1956 

If  Cuban  growers  carry  out  present  intentions  to  plant  larger  areas 
to  peanuts,  production  in  1957  should  be  about  12,900  short  tons  of  un- 
shelled  peanuts,  an  8  percent  increase  over  1956  production  of  11,900 
tons.    Around  8,800  tons  of  peanuts  were  produced  in  1955- 

Peanuts  provide  Cuba's  only  domestic  source  of  vegetable  oil.  Approxi- 
mately k-5  percent  of  the  1956  crop  was  crushed,  to  produce  1,1+60  tons  of 
peanut  oil . 

Cuban  consumption  of  vegetable  oil  in  1956  declined  about  8  percent 
from  1955.    This  decline  is  attributed  primarily  to  high  prices  for  im- 
ported olive  oil  in  relation  to  the  purchasing  power  of  Cuban  consumers. 

Imports  of  vegetable  oils  in  Cuba  in  1956  consisted  predominately 
of  olive,  soybean,  and  coconut  oils.    These  three  comprised  more  than  90 
percent  last  year.    About  85  percent  of  the  imported  olive  oil--for  which 
there  is  a  strong  preference  when  the  price  is  not  unreasonable --came  from 
Spain;  the  soybean  oil  largely  from  the  United  States;  and  the  major  share 
of  the  coconut  oil  from  the  United  States  with  the  balance  from  the 
Philippines . 

Normally,  this  Caribbean  country  is  the  largest  single  foreign  market 
for  United  States  lard. 

VEGETABLE  OILS:    Cuba,  imports,  edible  and  inedible,  1955  and  1956 

I  1955  j  1956  1/ 

Vegetable  oil  \  ;  ;  j  ;  ;  

jEdible   \ Inedible';  Total  jEdible   [inedible   |  Total 


-  -  -  -  Short  tons  -  -  -  - 


Olive  :  10,127:  3U:lO,l6l:  6,71+3:  30 ;  6,773 

Soybean  :  2,21+5:  1,023:    3,268:  1+,107:  1,135:  5,2^2 

Coconut  :  61+9:  3,025:    3,67!+:  31+1:  3,157:  3,993 

Cottonseed  :  2,ll+8:  312;    2,1+60:  165:  217:  382 

Peanut  :  I9I+:  -     :       19I+:  28:  363:  391 

Corn  :  ll+:  -    :         lk:  68;  -    :  68 

Vegetable  lard  :  63:  :         63:  19:  •  19 

Palm  oil  :  -j  36;  36:  -  _;  36:  36 


Total  ;  15, 1+1+0;    ^,1+30:  19,870;  11,971:       ^,938:  16,909 


l/  Preliminary 

Source:    Cargo  manifests. 
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BAHIA  CASTOR  CROP 
OUTLOOK  FAVORABLE 

Interior  climatic  conditions  are  reported  to  be  continuing  excellent 
for  castor  beans,  in  addition  to  other  crops,  in  the  state  of  Bahia,  Brazil 
This  state  in  each  of  the  last  h  years  has  produced  an  average  of  about 
71,000  short  tons,  or  close  to  ^0  percent  of  Brazil's  estimated  output. 

In  the  month  of  March,  about  2,000  short  tons  of  castor  beans  were 
sold  to  Poland  and  Germany.    Most  of  this  went  to  Poland  at  prices  rang- 
ing from  ACL  (Area  of  Limited  Convertibility)  $190  to  ACL  $209  per  short 
ton  f .o.b.  Salvador,  Bahia .    Germany  bought  at  ACL  $172  per  ton,  also  f .o.b 
Salvador.    All  sales  were  for  prompt  shipment.    No  sales  were  made  to  the 
United  States. 

Although  heavy  rains  in  the  interior  had  held  up  arrivals  of  castor 
beans  by  truck  and  rail,  the  precipitation  has  contributed  greatly  to  the 
favorable  crop  outlook. 


AUSTRIA'S    '  1957  OILSEED  PRODUCTION 
ESTIMATES  UP  SLIGHTLY  FROM  1956 

The  production  of  edible  oil  from  domestic  oilseeds  in  Austria  is 
forecast  at  5,300  to  5,^00  short  tons  for  1957-     This  quantity  would 
cover  roughly  9  percent  of  the  total  estimated  annual  requirements  of  oil 
for  food  uses.     Production  of  edible  oils  from  domestic  oilseeds  was  5,090 
tons  in  1956. 

Austria  produces  only  negligible  quantities  of  oilseeds  for  the  pro- 
duction of  industrial  oils. 

Rape  seed  and  pumpkin  seed  are  the  only  oilseeds  produced  in  Austria 
to  any  extent.     Production  of  rapeseed  oil  this  year  is  estimated  at  ^,200 
tons,  and  pumpkin  seed  oil  is  expected  to  be  around  1,100  to  1,200  tons. 
Fall-of-1956  and  spring-of - 1957  planted  acreages  of  rapeseed  are  estimated 
at  a  total  of  15,500  acres,  compared  with  the  ll+,700  acres  harvested  in 
1956. 

Unofficial  estimates  of  edible  and  industrial  vegetable  fat  and  oil 
requirements  for  1957  are  58,000  and  18,000  tons,  respectively.  Over 
70,000  tons  of  oil,  or  oil  equivalent  of  oil-bearing  materials,  will  have 
to  be  imported  to  satisfy  these  requirements.     Crude  oil  usually  has  been 
imported  in  the  past  and  probably  will  continue  to  make  up  a  major  portion 
of  imports.     Importation  of  oilseeds  for  crushing  does  not  pay  since  the 
tariff  structure  is  not  conducive  to  doing  so. 
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Imports  of  vegetable  oils  during  1956  reached  63,  596  tons,  compared 
to  62,032  tons  in  1955*    Fish  oil  imports—of  relatively  minor  importance  — 
rose  slightly  from  1955,  hut  again  were  appreciably  less  than  in  195^« 

VEGETABLE  AMD  MARINE  OILS:    Austria,  imports, 
annual  I95U-56 


Vegetable  oils: 
Edible 

Sunflower. . 

Cottonseed. 

Olive  

Peanut  

Soybean. . . . 
Palm 

Coconut. . . . 

Palm  

Palm  kernel 
Industrial 

Linseed. . . . 

Hardened  2 
Other    3/  ..7 


Item 
57 


1951!- 


Fish  Oils 


?otal , 


1955 


Short  tons 


1956 


6,m 
5,982 

3oo 
1,209 
3,219 

M30.  • 
:  2,06k- 
:  937 
:  6,1^37 
:  7,121 

3,038 
1 , 721-:- 
680 

:  5,062 
:  10,720 

k,Q6B 

951 
1,916 

:       7,36^1-  : 
:  958 
:       2,304  • 

•  13,882 
3,726 
:  1,726 

13,211)- 
6,11-5 

:       5,089  : 
:     13,520  ' 
:  11,703 

:  5,265 
:  9,182 
8,501 

1,-7 

•          Q70  • 

90k 

5l,lL:-3 

:  62,901+ 

6k,kio 

1/  Vegetable  oil  imports  are  96  pe 

2/  Edible  and  industrial,  nay  include  unspecified  quantities  of  animal  oils, 
3/  Includes  edible  and  inedible. 


Source:    Austrian  Central  Statistical  Bureau,  Vienna. 


For  the  first  time  in  recent  years,  Austria  in  195c  exported  a  small 
quantity  of  pumpkin  seed.  Some  685  tons  were  sent  to  West  Germany.  Oil- 
seed exports  in  previous  years  had  been  negligible. 

Margarine  and  hardened  oils  for  industrial  purposes  were  exported  in 
even  smaller  cuanticies--379  tons  of  margarine  and  z>k-  tons  of  hardened  oil, 
The  only  export  of  vegetable  oil  in  1955  "-ras  Ik  tons  of  palm  kernel  oil. 

Until  December  31,  195^,  the  Austrian  Government  had  paid  the  differenc 
between  world  market  prices  of  high  protein  feeds  and  low  fixed  local  prices 
Importers,  in  order  to  receive  this  aid,  contracted  for  1955  deliveries  in 
195^,  so  imports  were  high  in  1955 •    Because  of  the  lack  of  aid,  oilcake  and 
meal  imports  in  1956  (25,000  tons)  were  only  one -half  of  the  1955  imports 
( 50,000  tons) . 
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MEXICO'S  OILSEED  PRODUCTION  OUTLOOK 
FOR  1957  APPROXIMATES  I956 

The  forecast  for  1957  production  of  23^,^-00  short  tons  of  vegetable 

oils  in  Mexico  is  roughly  1  percent  greater  than  the  estimated  231,^-00 

tons  produced  in  1956  and  slightly  more  than  the  1955  output  of  233,900 

tons . 


Table  1. --OIL-BEARING  MATERIALS:     Mexico,  production,  annual 
1955  and  1956,  forecast  1957 


Oil-bearing  material 

1955  : 

1956  : 

Forecast 
1957 

Short  tons 

..:     887,530  : 

692,750  : 

692,700 

• 

101,1+00  : 

106,500 

:     18,190  : 

18,700 

:  110,000 

:  110,000 

• 

:  82,600 

:  71,600 

11,030 

:  1^,300 

:  13,200 

..:  3,0^-5 

• 

!  5,500 

:  8,800 

:  8,800 

:  8,800 

1/  Official  estimates  of  Direccion  de  Economia  Rural,  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture.    2/  Equivalent  in  1,000  bushels:     1955  -  39^;  1956  -  512;  and 
1957  -  ^72. 

Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 
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Table  2 . - -VEGETABLE  OILS:    Mexico,  production,  annual 
1955  and  1956,  and  forecast  1957 


Kind  of  oil 

1955 

1956 

Forecast 
.  1957 

Cottonseed  

117,850 

-  Short  tons  ■ 
117,830 

99,330 

Coconut  

53,510 

'  58,200 

'    63 , 890 

Palm  kernel  

:     10,810  : 

:     10,915  : 

11,21+5 

Sesame  

:     1+1,670  : 

:  32,130 

>  ^7,795 

rcdllUb  ••••...•••••».«•••«...«< 

3,305 

3,170 

2,340 

Rapeseed  

:       2,205  ' 

:       2,1^70  ' 

:  2,1+70 

Linseed  

•       3,375  ' 

:       Ik,  010 

:  i+,200 

Castor  

:  1,200 

•  l,ll'r0 

'  3A75 

Total  

:  233,925 

•  2-30,1+65 

:    231+ ,  1+1+5 

Compiled  from  unofficial  sources. 


An  8-percent  increase  in  domestic  consumption  of  animal  and  vege- 
table fats  and  oils  is  expected  for  1957  •    An  increase  of  3  percent  in 
total  production,  3  percent  in  imports,  and  a  30-percent  decrease  in 
stocks  should  make  the  expected  increase  in  consumption  possible. 


A  leading  export  item  is  peanuts  which  normally  enjoys  a  major 
edible  market  in  Canada.    Exports  to  the  United  States  in  1956,  also 
for  edible  purposes,  were  21  percent  below  the  abnormally -high  level 
in  1955  when  the  United  States  suspended  its  import  quota  because  of 
a  short  crop  in  195^*    Small  quantities  of  other  oilseeds  were  exported 
in  1956  (with  flaxseed  the  most  important  -  77,228  bushels).  Only 
595  tons  of  oil  were  exported  with  over  59*+  "tons  going  to  the  United 
States.    Cottonseed  is  imported  mostly  for  planting.  Negligible 
quantities  of  other  oilseeds  are  imported. 

Table  3,  which  follows,  shows  Mexico's  major  oilseed  and  vegetable 
oil  exports  and  imports. 
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Table  3 • - -MAJOR  OILSEEDS  AND  VEGETABLE  OILS:    Exports  from  and  imports  into 
Mexico,  by  country  of  destination  and  source,  annual  1955  and  1956 


Commodity  and  country               ]  1955 

J  1956 

:      Short  tons 

• 

Peanuts,  shelled  : 

:      Short  tons 

:  2,893 
:  11,297 

222 

Peanuts,  unshelled  : 

:  625 
:  k,626 
:  2,353 

Total  :  ^,375 

:  7,6oU 

Imports:  : 
Cottonseed  : 

Other  countries                                . •  1+1 

:  8,3^9 

Total                                                    •           1 1  8oU 

8  ^82 

Soybean  oil                                        :  : 

United  States  :               583  • 

Oi",Hp"r  c  onTrhyi  p  r                                    •  * 

6,lk2 

2 

Total                                               •  S81+ 

6  ikh 

Olive  oil                                          :  : 
Other  countries  •                27  • 

383 

38 

Total  :           1,116  : 

1+21 

Palm  : 

U78 
h 

1+82 

Source:    Direccion  General  de  Estadistica,  unpublished  data,  for  1956. 

Total  vegetable  oil  imports  increased  sharply  due  to  an  increase  of  over 
5,500  tons  of  soybean  oil  from  the  United  States.     Linseed  and  castor  oil 
imports  in  1956  again  were  inconsequential. 


May  6,  1957 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


17 


INDIA  STOPS  COTTON  EXPORTS  AND 
INCREASES  IMPORTS 

The  Government  of  India  announced  on  March  30 ,  1951,  that 
exports  of  cotton  (varieties  previously  subject  to  export  re- 
striction) would  not  he  permitted  after  April  6,  1957 •  Also, 
additional  cotton  imports  from  East  Africa  have  been  author^ 
ized.  A  total  of  i+00,000  Indian  bales  (327, 000  bales  of  500 
pounds  gross)  had  been  authorized  for  export  during  the  cur- 
rent season.    Exports  as  of  the  cutoff  date  of  April  6  were 
estimated  at  267,000  Indian  bales  (218,000  bales  of  500  pounds 
gross).    The  balance  of  the  export  quota  is  not  expected  to  be 
released.    The  varieties  of  short  staple,  low  quality  cotton 
that  have  not  been  subject  to  export  control  apparently  will  not 
be  affected  by  this  change  in  regulations. 

Imports  of  50,000  Indian  bales  (^1,000  bales  of  500  pounds 
gross)  of  cotton  stapling  1-1/32"  to  1-3/16"  were  authorized 
from  East  Africa,  effective  April  18.    Varieties  which  qualify 
at  these  staple  lengths  are:    Jinja,  West  Nile,  Bukedi,  Budama, 
Busoga,  and  B.P.  52.     The  order  was  amended  April  20  to  be 
available  to  actual  users  only,  and  by  April  22,  the  entire 
quantity  had  been  licensed. 

India's  imports  of  United  States  cotton  have  increased 
sharply  in  the  1956-57  season.    Import  figures  later  than 
November  are  not  yet  available,  but  United  States  exports  to 
India  during  August -February  1956-57  were  237,000  bales,  com- 
pared with  ^,000  a  year  ago.    This  year's  exports  to  India 
include  part  of  the  135,000  bales  authorized  to  date  under 
Public  Law  hQO  arrangements  for  shipment  prior  to  July  31, 
1957. 


PAKISTAN  ENACTS  NEW 
COTTON  LEGISLATION 

The  National  Assembly  of  Pakistan  has  enacted  compre- 
hensive legislation  giving  the  government  wide  authority  to 
regulate  and  control  cotton  trade  at  home  and  provide  measures 
for  promotion  of  cotton  export  trade.    The  new  legislation  is 
called  the  Cotton  Act  of  1957-     It  became  effective  March  15, 
1957,  and  repeals  the  Cotton  Ordinance  of  1956. 

The  act  empowers  the  central  government  to  establish  a 
Cott  on  Board  for  promotion  of  exports.     It  provides  for  recog- 
nition of  cotton  trade  associations  and  for  control  of  contracts, 
and  enables  the  government  to  require  the  reporting  of  any  in- 
formation desired,  such  as  ginning,  baling,  storage,  and  movement 
statistics.    The  act  also  has  blanket  provisions  for  domestic 
price  regulations  and  price  support  for  cotton. 
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EL  SALVADOR'S  1956-57 
CCTTON  CROP  NEAR  LAST 
YEAR'S  HIGH 

El  Salvador's  1956-57  cotton  crop  of  135,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross)  is  considerably  higher  than  earlier  estimates,  and  only 
slightly  lower  than  the  record  of  138,000  bales  in  1955-56. 

Although  acreage  was  reduced  from  113,000  acres  in  1955-56  to 
95,000  in  1956-57 .>  higher  yields  per  acre  produced  the  large  crop. 
Heavier  use  of  fertilizer,  unusually  good  weather,  effective  insect 
control,  and  the  retirement  of  some  marginal  land  were  principal 
factors  contributing  to  the  higher  yields. 

Cotton  consumption  in  El  Salvador  in  1956-57  is  expected  to 
reach  about  15,000  bales,  compared  with  12,000  in  1955-56.  A 
higher  rate  of  about  20,000  bales  per  year  is  expected  when  a  new 
mill,  near  San  Salvador,  gets  into  full  operation.     This  mill  is 
equipped  with  Japanese  machinery  and  will  operate  entirely  on 
locally  produced  cotton.    No  cotton  imports  are  anticipated. 


El  Salvador's  cotton  exports  totaled  155,000  bales  in  August - 
July  1955-56,  in  contrast  to  only  35,000  in  August-July  I95U-55. 
About  125,000  bales  will  be  available  for  export  in  1956-57 •  Most 
of  the  exports  this  season  have  been  to  Japan  and  Western  Europe. 
Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1956,  were  estimated  at  20,000  bales. 


The  domestic  price  of  cotton  sold  to  spinners  by  the  Cotton 
Cooperative  is  usually  based  on  the  average  export  price  during 
the  preceding  quarter.     On  this  basis,  the  domestic  price  for 
February- April  1957  would  have  been  77 «75  colones  per  quintal 
(30.66  U.  S.  cents  per  pound)  for  Middling  l-l/l6  inches,  or  2.31 
cents  above  the  November  1956-January  1957  price  of  28.35  cents 
per  pound.    However,  agreement  was  reached  between  the  Cotton 
Cooperative  and  the  spinners  to  continue  prices  for  the  time  being 
at  28.35  cents  per  pound. 


The  quality  of  the  current  crop  is  reported  to  be  very  uniform. 
Nearly  all  of  El  Salvador's  cotton  ranges  in  staple  from  I-I/32 
to  1-3/32  inches.    Most  of  the  1956-57  crop  was  ginned  by  the  end 
of  March  1957.    The  cooperative's  6  gins  ran  at  full  capacity  during 
the  January-March  quarter. 
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NICARAGUA'S  COTTON  EXPORTS 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Cotton  exports  from  Nicaragua  totaled  only  10,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross)  during  August -January  1956-57;  a  sharp  decline  from  exports  of 
91,000  bales  in  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.    Greatest  reductions 
were  in  exports  to  West  Germany,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  and  Japan. 
Quantities  exported  in  August -January  1956-57;  with  comparable  1955-56 
figures  in  parentheses,  were:    West  Germany  1,^00  bales  (28,000);  Japan 
2,000  (23,000);  Netherlands  2,000  (19,000);  Belgium  none  (11,000);  United 
Kingdom  i+,000  (6,000);  Canada  28  (3,000);  and  the  United  States  123 
(2,000). 

The  slow  export  movement  is  attributed  mainly  to  the  fact  that  world 
prices  during  these  months  were  slightly  below  the  government's  support 
price  for  Nicaraguan  cotton. 

Nicaragua's  1956-57  cotton  crop  is  estimated  at  190,000  bales  from 
an  area  of  180,000  acres.    The  1955-56  crop  was  160,000  bales  from 
257*000  acres.    Higher  yields  for  this  year's  crop  are  largely  the  result 
of  acreage  reductions  in  marginal  areas  and  favorable  weather  conditions 
throughout  the  growing  and  harvest  seasons. 

Although  exports  were  very  low  in  the  first  half  of  the  season, 
about  60  percent  of  the  1956-57  crop  had  been  sold  by  the  first  of  April. 
Sales  of  115,000  bales  as  of  April  8  reportedly  averaged  about  28  cents 
(U.  S.)  per  pound  f.o.b.  Nicaraguan  port.    Most  of  the  cotton  usually 
ranges  in  grade  from  S.  L.  M.  to  S.  M.  and  in  staple  length  from  I-I/32 
to  I-3/32  inches. 

A  new  plan  to  facilitate  exports  was  announced  by  the  National  Bank 
on  March  21  whereby  the  bank  will  act  as  agent  in  selling  the  cotton  for 
the  growers.    An  advance  of  27  cents  per  pound  will  be  made  to  farmers 
who  wish  to  participate.    The  bank  will  then  sell  the  cotton  and  settle 
with  the  growers,  allowing  for  any  price  advantages  obtained  above  27 
cents,  or  charging  for  any  deficits.    A  1  percent  commission  plus  3  per- 
cent interest  on  the  advance  will  be  collected  by  the  bank  from  the  grower. 
As  of  April  5;  about  30;000  bales  of  the  1956-57  crop  had  been  registered 
for  this  marketing  program.    About  ^0,000  bales  remained  at  the  gins  or  on 
farms,  mostly  in  open  storage. 

CUBAN  SUGAR  GRINDINGS  UP 

Sugar  ground  in  Cuba  from  the  1957  harvest  totaled  5*9  million  short 
tons  through  April  15,  1957 •    The  cumulative  total  for  April  15  is  1^.9 
percent  above  the  average  for  comparable  grindings  for  the  1953-56  re- 
stricted crops  (h.h  million  tons),  and  h.l  percent  above  the  average  ^-.8 
million  tons  for  the  19^+8-52  unrestricted  crops.    Average  crop  produc- 
tion for  previous  seasons  was  5»3  million  tons  for  1953-56  and  6.6  mil- 
lion tons  for  19^8-52. 
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Production  of  sugar  after  April  15  for  the  9-years  19^-8-56  averaged 
1.6  million  short  tons,  including  the  sugar  content  of  hi-test  molasses 
produced  between  195^  an(J-  1956.    Production  after  April  15  for  individual 
seasons  prior  to  1957  is  shown  "below. 


SUGAR:     Cuba,  production  prior  to  and  after  April  15,  harvest 
years  19^8-56  and  prior  to  April  15,  1957 


TT         ,  'Production 
Harvest  year                       •  • 

to  April  15 

• 

Production  ' 
alter  April  15# 

Total 
production 

• 

1 

• 
• 

Unrestricted:  : 

19^  :      k,Qko  : 

1950  :      ^673  : 

000  short  tons 

1,835  i 
1,175  : 
1,^53  : 

6,675 
5,763 
6,126 
6  ^U8 

  ■    —  T }—  1— Jm      ■  -    "  — 

1,^-97  : 

6,228 

1952  :      5,250  : 

2.71*1 

7,964 

1,7^0 

:  6,575 

Restricted:  : 

:  l,^!-77 

:  672 

772  : 

:  5,687 
5,^72 
5,066 
5,229 

:  981 

:  5,363 

Including  hi-test  molasses:     l/  : 

:  1,^77 
=2/  1,558 
:2/  l,6kO 
:2/  1,2^2 

\  5,687 
:  6,026 
6,03^ 
:  5,699 

:  1,^79 

:  5,861 

1/  Sugar  equivalent  contained  in  hi-test  molasses  produced  195^-56. 
2/  Including  minor  quantities  of  sugar  in  hi-test  molasses  produced  prior 
to  April  15. 


Source:     Cuban  National  Department  of  Agriculture 
Cuban  Sugar  Stabilization  Institute 
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CANADA  SUPPORTS  PRICES  OF 
NEW  BRUNSWICK  POTATOES 

New  Brunswick  potato  growers  will  "be  aided  by  a  program  put  into 

effect  April  17  "by  the  Canadian  Price  Support  Board  whereby  payment  is 

made  on  potatoes  which  are  diverted  to  starch  plants.    Starch  plants  are 

paying  50  cents  and  the  government  is  paying  73  cents  a  barrel  of  165 

pounds  for  potatoes  grading  Canada  No.  1  with  not  more  than  12  percent 

Canada  No.  1  small.    The  total  payment  to  growers  is  $1.23  per  barrel, 

or  75  cents  per  hundredweight. 
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Room  5922.    Phone:  REpublic  7-^1^2,  Ext.  2^4-5. 

World  Production  and  Trade  in  Meat  and  Meat  Products.  Foreign  Agriculture 
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Mexican  Coffee  Observations.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FCOF  2-57 • 
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